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Our Redemption; its Need, Method, and Result. By F. A. 
Noble. New York and Chicago : Fleming C. Revell Co., 
1898. Pp. 202. $1.25. 

In Our Redemption, Dr. F. A. Noble has given the public a volume 
of sermons which sustains the reputation obtained by his volumes on 
the Divine Life in Man, and on Philippians. In pointing out the need 
of redemption, its method, and its result, the nature of sin, its conse- 
quences, its punishment, the conditions and outcome of its forgiveness, 
are clearly and thoroughly treated. The truths made known through 
human experience are considered as well as the statements of the 
Scriptures. Those who desire a full and fair discussion of sin and 
salvation in their mutual relations will find it in the twelve sermons 
which make up this volume. 

That the subject is far from popular the author clearly understands. 
No one better than himself knows that with many of his conclusions 
there will not be universal agreement. In his handling of the sub- 
jects of these sermons there is nothing dogmatic, nothing of the 
confidence of the class-room, nothing like theological discussion, but 
intense earnestness and an evident purpose so to present truth as to 
persuade men to accept eternal life in Jesus Christ. There are three 
groups of sermons. In the first group the fact and ground of sin, its 
universality, its self-registry and disclosure, and its punishment, are 
considered ; in the second group it is made clear that there are 
insuperable difficulties in the free pardon of sin, that such an atone- 
ment as our Lord has made is necessary, and that this atonement can 
become effective only when voluntarily received ; in the third group 
we see the redeemed sinner nourishing his spiritual life, following 
Christ day by day, serving in his kingdom, and finally rejoicing in 
heaven. 

The wide sweep of the author's thought, as well as the practical 
nature of his themes, are apparent. These sermons are for man in his 
present condition, and were written to show him that condition and 
the deliverance which his Heavenly Father has provided for him. 

The sermons which magnify divine grace in the forgiveness of sin 
and in imparting the new life which resists and overcomes sin are more 
attractive than those which relate to sin itself, or to the condemnation 
which follows its commission. Yet the latter are not less valuable 
because they deal with the great and awful subjects from which 
the contemplation of men so often turn away. All the sermons have 
been prepared with great care. Every statement has been duly weighed. 
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Not a sentence has been uttered for rhetorical effect. In clearness of 
expression, in the choice of language, in logical arrangement, in the 
steady progress of thought which each sermon, no less than the entire 
book, exhibits, in apt illustration, in felicitous quotation, and in the 
wise use of Scripture, few discourses surpass those now before us. We 
commend the volume without reserve as an antidote to much of the 
lax thinking of our day. Edward F. Williams. 



The Baptist Principle, in Application to Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. By William Cleaver Wilkinson, D.D. 
Philadelphia : American Baptist Publication Society. Pp. 
368, i2mo. #1.25. 

This is a republication, with revisions and additions, of a book 
whose contents first appeared as a series of newspaper articles some 
twenty years ago. It was regarded, when first published, as a contri- 
bution of exceptional interest and value to the literature of the sub- 
ject. That it still holds the field is an unmistakable testimony to its 
worth. Like most good books, it is the outgrowth of an experience. 
The author first learned that, for himself, all of Christianity is summed 
up in two words : " Obey Christ." Having learned this, it seemed to 
him a duty to make this clear to others, and to apply the principle in 
various practical ways. In the " seventies," it will be remembered, 
there was a general discussion of the teaching and practice that obtain 
among Baptists with reference to baptism and the Lord's Supper — a 
discussion by no means confined within denominational limits, but 
general in the religious press of the United States. With no intention 
of making a book, Dr. Wilkinson began to write, testing each question, 
as it rose for discussion, by this touchstone of obedience. There was 
a freshness in the thought of the articles that he produced, a pungency 
in their style, a cogency in their logic, that made them most effective. 
And, though they appeared at a time when strong feeling had been 
excited, and many writings were more distinguished for vigor and 
rigor than for sweetness and light, their distinguishing characteristic 
was the calmness, the restraint, the courtesy, with which' the most 
uncompromising convictions were set forth. Though the book would 
naturally be classed among those writings known as "polemics," its 
spirit is notably irenic. Would that all religious controversy might 
be conducted after this manner, if there must be controversy ! 

Of the new matter in this edition, the most noteworthy is the 



